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BROWSE BASIN — WESTERN AUSTRALIA–COMMONWEALTH BOUNDARY 

346. Ms W.M. DUNCAN to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I understand that the minister has today received correspondence from the commonwealth government regarding 
the proportion of the Browse gas field in Western Australian waters. Would the minister please explain to the 
house what this means for Western Australia? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for her question, and I am very pleased to update the house on current issues 
around the Browse Basin. It is not often that one receives a letter from the commonwealth government 
containing good news, particularly around budget time! For some time there has been debate about what 
percentage of the Browse Basin relates to Western Australia and how much relates to the commonwealth. There 
is actually some quite complex three-dimensional modelling to determine that. There have been arguments; 
the Premier has come out and said that Western Australia possibly has as much as 30 per cent of the Torosa field 
and about 15 per cent of the overall Browse field, whereas from the commonwealth government’s point of view, 
Gary Gray came out last year and said that that figure could be as low as five per cent of the total Browse field, 
based on the boundary of Western Australian waters and the geological three-dimensional make-up underneath. 

The good news is that today I received a letter, which I may be able to table tomorrow, from the National 
Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator, advising us that the boundaries between Western Australian and 
commonwealth waters are going to be revised and that much of one of the largest tenements around Torosa will 
now be in Western Australian waters. These are early days, but as much as 50 per cent of the Torosa field could 
be in WA waters, which is great news for Western Australia. It means we will have a greater percentage of the 
field and, as members will know, the royalty percentage to Western Australia will be a lot greater. These are 
early days, and I look forward to seeing the geological modelling. This has great implications for us and, indeed, 
for all the joint venture parties. 
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